Five Paragraph Essay: Clarity, Purpose, and Accurate Thinking 

Specifics of the assignment:  The first three of the following 10 specifics of writing a five-paragraph essay have been completed. For this assignment you are to complete the first two body paragraphs on clarity and purpose of critical thinking. And body paragraph and the conclusion. 



Bloom's Taxonomy 
	Domain
(presented from lowest level to highest level)
	
Examples of Action Verbs for SLOs
	
Student Work is Based On

	Knowledge
	Describe, identify, state, recite, label, list, define, select
	Gathering and recalling information from events, films, news, people, readings, videos, etc.

	Comprehension
	Illustrate, explain, defend, distinguish, summarize, interpret
	Confirming information and/or using knowledge

	Application
	Organize, prepare, apply, solve, show, use
	Making use of knowledge; creating something

	Analysis
	Compare, analyze, infer, classify
	Taking apart pieces of a whole

	Synthesis
	Combine, hypothesize, construct, invent, design
	Putting pieces together

	Evaluation
	Critique, recommend, appraise, evaluate, weigh, judge
	Judging the outcome


Student Learning Outcomes:
Know and Comprehend the guidelines for writing a five-paragraph essay
Apply, synthesize, and evaluate the guidelines for writing a five paragraph essay
Apply, synthesize, and evaluate the  guidelines when writing a clear thesis statement and essay 
Apply, synthesize, and evaluate the guidelines when writing an essay that demonstrates cohesion and coherence
Apply, synthesize, and evaluate the guidelines and writes general statements with effective explanation and examples
Apply, synthesize, and evaluate the guidelines and write a conclusion which paraphrases the thesis, review the key points made in the body paragraphs, and reinforces the reason why the topic discussed is important.
1. Decide on your basic thesis, your idea of a topic to discuss.
2. Decide on three pieces of supporting evidence you will use to prove your thesis.
3. Write an introductory paragraph, including your thesis and evidence (in order of importance to argument).
4. Write your first body paragraph, starting with restating your thesis and focusing on your first piece of supporting evidence.
5. End your first paragraph with a transitional sentence that leads to the next body paragraph.
6. Write paragraph two of the body focusing on your second piece of evidence. Once again make the connection between your thesis and this piece of       evidence.
 
Introductory Paragraph 
Over the past 20 years instructors have perseverated on the mantra, “you students must think critically.”  However, the instructors' textbook(s) are biased and supportive of the instructors' perspective on the subject at hand.  Students need to take a stand.  They are not paying tuition to be indoctrinated, but to participate in an educational experience which avails them the opportunity to challenge and evaluate the materials they are being taught.  A critical, logical, and useful education which develops critical thinking skills must not be biased and must examine subjects with clear, relevant, and accurate thinking. 

